A weekend between two rivers.

Along weekend of riverside indulgence, boutique discoveries and immersive light and art experiences across two
iconic Murray towns — Mildura & Wentworth.

Your day at a glance - Day 1

- Dockside Café & Boat Hire Open: Wednesday to
Monday 8am-3pm. T: 03 5023 5222

* Merbein Lookout Open daily

+ Chalmers Wines Open: Monday and Friday 10am-
3pm. T: 0499 006 365

+ Lock 10 & Weir Restaurant Open: Saturday and
Sunday 9am-2pm. T: 0401 790 621

+ Darling Street

+ Wentworth Visitor Information Centre Open:
Monday to Friday 8:30am-5pm & Weekends 9am-2pm.
T: 03 5027 5080

+ Perry Sandhills Open daily
+ Junction Park Open daily
+ Lock 10 & Weir Open daily

+ Fibre Optic Symphonic Orchestra (FOSO) Open:
Thursday and Saturday 5:30-9pm (April to September)
& 7-10:30pm (October to March). T: 03 5018 8380

+ Captain Sturt Hotel Open daily: 11am-Late. Bistro
hours: 11:30am-2:30pm & 5:30-8:30pm

Ease into the morning at Dockside Café & Boat Hire (Dockside Marina Dockside Drive, Mildura), where the river

sets the tone for a relaxed yet refined start. Sit waterside with a barista-made coffee and a generous breakfast while
houseboats drift past and the marina slowly comes to life. This is where the pace shifts, sunlight glinting off the water,
easy conversation, and that feeling of having nowhere urgent to be. If you feel inclined, wander along the marina or
enquire about getting out on the water later in your trip. It’s a gentle introduction to Mildura’s lifestyle — equal parts laid-
back and quietly luxurious.
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Follow the Murray upstream toward the Merbein Lookout (Interna-
tional Drive, Merbein), where sweeping views unfold across vineyards,
river flats and red earth landscapes. The contrast of lush green and
ochre tones is striking, especially in the soft morning light, making it a
perfect spot for those shareable moments. If you’re feeling adventur-
ous, continue along the Blandowski Walk, a trail that immerses you in
native bushland and birdlife before opening out toward Merbein Com-
mon. The walk invites you to slow down and take in the environment —
listen for native birdlife, watch the river bend in unexpected ways, and
notice how the landscape shifts beneath your feet. It’s an experience
that feels both grounding and expansive, offering a deeper connection
to the region.

Transition from nature to flavour at Chalmers Wines (122 Third
Street, Merbein), where innovation meets Italian varietals in a distinctly
Australian setting. The cellar door experience is as much about sto-
rytelling as it is about taste, with passionate staff guiding you through
lesser-known varietals and bold regional expressions. Settle in for

a tasting flight and take your time — this is not a rushed experience

but one that invites curiosity and conversation. The architecture and
vineyard surrounds add to the atmosphere, making it a visually striking
stop as well. Whether you're a seasoned wine lover or simply explor-
ing, this is a highlight that blends education, design and indulgence.

Cross the Murray River into New South Wales and make your way
into the historic township of Wentworth, where the pace softens and
the streets unfold with old-world charm. Lunch at Lock 10 & Weir
Restaurant (8 Adelaide Street, Wentworth) invites you into a space
where heritage and hospitality come together in a warm, charac-
ter-filled setting. Housed within a beautifully restored historic building,
the venue is steeped in local history, once home to early river trade
enterprises and Wentworth’s first picture theatre. The atmosphere is
cosy and welcoming, with a vintage charm that encourages you to
slow down and settle in. The menu showcases fresh, seasonal dish-
es complemented by regional wines, alongside quality coffee and
indulgent sweet treats if you’re in the mood for something lighter.

Add a layer of history to
your visit

+ Extend your visit into Wentworth’s

rich past by exploring its most
significant heritage sites. The Old
Wentworth Gaol (Beverley Street,
Wentworth) offers a fascinating
glimpse into colonial justice, with pre-
served cells and stark architecture
telling powerful stories.

The Wentworth Pioneer Museum
(117 Beverley Street, Wentworth)
provides a broader perspective on
early settlement, featuring artefacts
that bring the region’s development
to life.

For something unique, Riverboat
Rod’s Model Paddle Steamer Dis-
play (29 Darling Street, Wentworth)
showcases intricate craftsmanship
and pays tribute to the river trade
that shaped the area. These experi-
ences add depth and context to your
visit, revealing the history behind the
landscapes you’ve explored.

Spend the afternoon wandering Darling Street where heritage facades house a collection of boutique stores and
creative spaces. Browse through Curly Tree (47 Darling Street, Wentworth) and Ruby’s Cargo (17 Darling Street,
Wentworth) for unique homewares and gifts, discover curated fashion pieces at Bird Nest on Darling (26 Darling
Street, Wentworth), Wattle Hill Collective (49 Darling Street, Wentworth) and Eclectic Closet (24 Darling Street,
Wentworth), or explore the textures and craftsmanship at Went Weaving (37 Darling Street, Wentworth). Each shop
offers something different, yet together they create a cohesive experience of discovery and creativity. Take your time
moving between them, pausing for conversation with shop owners or simply soaking in the charm of the street.
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Before heading further afield, make a stop at the Wentworth Visitor Information Centre (61 Darling Street, Went-
worth), where the experience goes beyond the usual maps and brochures. The space is thoughtfully designed and

interactive, inviting you to engage with the region in a more hands-on way. Spend some time exploring the displays,
discovering local stories and gaining a deeper sense of the landscapes you’ve been travelling through.

Continue on to the Perry Sandhills (Old Renmark Road, Wentworth), where rolling dunes rise unexpectedly from the
landscape, creating a scene that feels worlds away from the river towns nearby. This ancient formation, shaped over
thousands of years, invites you to step out and wander, the soft sand shifting beneath your feet with every step. The
openness here is part of the experience — wide skies, sweeping views and a quiet stillness that encourages you to
slow down and take it all in. As the afternoon light begins to soften, the dunes take on warm, golden tones, making it
an ideal moment to pause, capture the view and simply experience the scale and beauty of this unique place.

As the light begins to shift, make your way to Junction Park (Cadell Street, Wentworth) and climb the viewing tower
for a clear vantage point over one of Australia’s most significant natural landmarks. From here, you'll see the Murray
and Darling Rivers meet — two iconic waterways converging in a slow, powerful union that defines this region. The
contrast in colours and flow is often visible, adding to the drama of the scene and making it all the more captivating to
see. There’s a quiet stillness here, where you can pause and take in the scale, history and importance of the land-
scape around you.

Continuing along Cadell Street, which becomes Log Bridge Road, consider pausing briefly at Lock 10 & Weir (Cadell
Street, Wentworth), where the scale and engineering of the river system come into focus. It’s a fitting extension of the
experience, adding another layer to your understanding of how these waterways shape the region.

Then, follow the road a little further until you begin to notice something unexpected emerging in the landscape to
your right, Fibre Optic Symphonic Orchestra (FOSO) (Log Bridge Road, Wentworth). Created by internationally
renowned British Australian artist Bruce Munro, this striking installation reimagines everyday Hills Hoists as a glowing
field of light, each structure threaded with fibre optics that gently shift in colour and intensity. As daylight fades, the
installation comes alive, responding to a curated soundscape that blends music with the surrounding environment.
Walking through it feels immersive and almost dreamlike, where art, light and landscape combine in a way that’s both
grounding and otherworldly.

Afterwards, make your way to the Captain Sturt Hotel (49 Adams Street, Wentworth) dinner, where the evening
unfolds in a setting that feels both familiar and full of character. This long-standing local favourite combines its historic
roots with a warm, welcoming atmosphere, inviting you to settle in and stay awhile. Choose a spot in the dining room
or outside in the beer garden and enjoy classic pub dishes paired with a cold drink as the day gently winds down. With
its lively yet relaxed feel, it’s the perfect place to reflect on the day’s experiences and ease into the evening.
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Start your morning immersed in local flavour at the Sunraysia Farm-
ers & Makers Market (Jaycee Park, Hugh King Drive, Mildura),
where the region’s produce and creativity come together in a vibrant
riverside setting. Wander between stalls filled with fresh fruit, artisan
goods, baked treats and handcrafted wares, meeting the growers and
makers behind them. The atmosphere is lively yet relaxed, with good
coffee, fresh flavours and a steady rhythm of locals and visitors. Pick
up something delicious to enjoy as you explore and take a moment to
soak it all in — it’s an easy, feel-good start to the day.

A short distance from the market, step into art and history at the
Mildura Arts Centre and Rio Vista Historic House (199 Cureton
Avenue, Mildura). The gallery spaces present a mix of contemporary
and touring exhibitions, inviting you to slow down and take it in, even
just for a moment. Next door, Rio Vista House offers a beautifully
preserved glimpse into Mildura’s past, with ornate interiors and stories
of the Chaffey family woven throughout. As you wander between the
buildings and surrounding grounds, there’s a natural blend of heritage
and creativity that feels both relaxed and considered.

From here, continue into the heart of Mildura’s CBD for lunch at Nash
Lane (163-165 Tenth Street, Mildura), where the experience shifts into
something distinctly modern. The space leans into a cool, industrial
aesthetic — layered textures, warm light and an atmosphere that feels
effortlessly on-trend, like stepping into a Melbourne café. Settle in

and enjoy thoughtfully crafted dishes that arrive beautifully presented,
as visually striking as they are flavour driven. The energy is relaxed
yet quietly buzzing, with attentive service that lets you linger without
feeling rushed.

Your day at a glance - Day 2

+ Sunraysia Farmers & Makers Market Operates: First
& Third Saturday of every month 8am-12pm

- Mildura Arts Centre and Rio Vista Historic House
Open daily 10am-4pm. T: 03 5018 8330

+ Nash Lane Open: Monday to Saturday 7am-3pm.
T: 03 5051 9978

+ Kings Billabong

+ Trail of Lights Open: Thursday to Saturday 5:30-
8:30pm (April to September) & 7-10:30pm (October to
March). T: 03 5018 8380

+ Tik Tek Open: Monday to Saturday 5:30-11pm
T: 0415 669 035

Dial up the outdoors

+ For those wanting to go deeper, the
Mildura Visitor Information Centre
(180-190 Deakin Avenue, Mildura) or
Mildura Riverfront Visitor Informa-
tion Centre (122 Hugh King Drive,
Mildura) is a valuable stop for maps
and tailored advice on parks and
nature reserves.

If you're keen to actively explore,
Wildside Outdoors offers gear hire,
making it easy to access trails and
waterways around Kings Billabong
and beyond. With the right equip-
ment, you can turn a short visit into a
more immersive outdoor adventure.
It's an ideal option for travellers who
enjoy blending comfort with a touch
of activity.

Spend the afternoon unwinding at Kings Billabong (Access via Irymple Avenue, Nichols Point), a tranquil wetland
reserve just minutes from Mildura’s CBD. Follow the walking or cycling tracks that loop around the billabong, moving
through native bushland alive with birdlife and the occasional kangaroo. The area is part of an important floodplain
system, and you’ll notice how the still water reflects the surrounding red gums and open sky, creating a calm, immer-
sive landscape. It’s an easy, natural shift from the energy of town to something slower and more grounded. Whether
you choose to explore a little further or simply pause at the water’s edge, it's a peaceful moment that lets you reset

before the evening ahead.
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As the evening begins to settle, make your way toward Lock Island,
where the Trail of Lights (Hugh King Drive, Mildura) offers a gentle
continuation to the region’s light experience. Also created by Bruce
Munro, it forms a complementary contrast to FOSO. Together, the two
installations create a balanced journey of light, nature and art. Here,
the experience is quieter and more reflective, inviting you to slow down
and take your time. Arrive in time to watch the sun set over the Murray
River before following the path through whimsical ‘firefly’ lights that
softly glow among the trees and riverbank. The effect is subtle and
immersive, drawing you into the landscape rather than overpowering
it. It’s a relaxed, atmospheric experience that carries you effortlessly
into the evening, setting the tone for what comes next.

Finish your journey with dinner at TikTek (133A/135 Eighth Street,
Mildura), where the experience shifts once more into something bold,
vibrant and full of flavour. The space carries a lively, contemporary
energy, brought to life through colourful interiors and a menu that
celebrates modern Asian cuisine. Dishes arrive bright, layered and
full of texture, each one thoughtfully presented, making it as visually
striking as it is delicious. The flavours are punchy and memorable,
blending fresh ingredients with creative twists that keep each plate
interesting. It’s the kind of dining experience that feels social, energetic
and a little indulgent, creating a fitting close to two days of exploring
the region’s food, art and landscapes.

Stay a little longer after
dark

+ Before or after Trail of Lights, take

some time to explore the vibrant
atmosphere of Rio Vista Park. Stop
by the TOL Bar for a drink or to grab
a snack. The precinct often comes
alive with live music and events, add-
ing an extra layer of energy to your
evening. For the latest events and
happenings, head to mildura.com

to see what’s taking place during
your visit and make the most of the
experience beyond the installation
itself.

More information: Mildura Visitor Information Centre, 180-190 Deakin Avenue, Mildura. T: 03 5018 8380. Mildura
Riverfront Visitor Information Centre, 122 Hugh King Drive, Mildura. T: 03 5018 8380.

Images courtesy of Experience Wentworth & Serena Munro.
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